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and cleanly packed. Advertisement, marketing, and
transport arrangements must be good, uniformity must be
guaranteed and the whole service must be prompt and
reliable.

4. Sheep and wool. No attempt is made by the villagers
to grade up sheep either for wool or for meat, and the wool
is dumped on the market in the crudest and least profitable
way, and often deliberately adulterated with a large
proportion of dirt to increase weight. Sheep are generally
owned by nomads whose seasonal wanderings carry them
from end to end of the province. Almost the only return
they make for infinite free grazing and not a little damage
to crops is the manure their flocks drop on the fields and
pastures where they graze or are folded at night. The
nomads are often high-handed and quarrelsome in then-
dealings with the local peasantry.

The English sheep two hundred years ago was much the
same as the Punjab sheep is today, a raw-boned, coarse-
woolled beast. Selective breeding, attention to disease,
proper feeding and management can work wonders, and in
no branch of farming could improvement be made more
quickly and more profitably than in sheep breeding.

As with other animals, selective breeding, proper food
and keep, and attention to disease are the three essentials,
but proper attention to disease, particularly parasitical
disease, is especially necessary in the case of sheep. A good
beginning has been made at the Government Cattle Farm,
Hissar, with one of the best indigenous breeds of sheep in
India, the Bikaniri, whose wool and meat have already been
considerably improved.

A new type of sheep, a cross between the famous Merino
and the Bikaniri, has also been evolved and stabilized. In
certain conditions it does extremely well and its fleece is